
HOOFBEATS 

It's the holidays and everywhere around Hazelwood 

thereõs evidence of the amazing efforts underway to 

support our families in need.  Chairing the Community 

Services committee two years ago was my very first 

volunteer experience in PTSA.  At the time, I didnõt 

know a lot of PTSA members and was not nearly as 

skilled as Jane, our current chair, at engaging and part-

nering with other volunteers, so ended up doing much 

of the work independently.   After a particularly long, 

trying day of holiday shopping for the committee, I was 

in line at the checkout counter at my final stop.  With 

dozens of jars of peanut butter and spaghetti sauce 

piled high, the cashier looked at me strangely and 

asked what the food was for ð I replied briefly it was 

to support families in our school who needed assistance 

this holiday.   I was standing there oblivious as she 

gave me the total, when the woman behind me in line 

quietly handed the cashier a $100 bill.  When I turned 

to her, she touched my arm and said quite simply òYou 

just keep on doing what youõre doing, honey.ó  I stood 

there stunned.  This woman didnõt know me, she didnõt 

even know which school we were supporting.  She didnõt 

want recognition or a big deal made of her donation, 

she simply wanted to help.  Her generosity was sincere, 

selfless, charity.  Just at the moment when I was won-

dering why I volunteered and wanted to quit to focus 

on my own familyõs holiday, life found a way to remind 

me of the generosity and spirit that make the holidays 

truly amazing.  Now, whenever Iõm feeling less than 

charitable (and letõs be honest donõt we all have those 

moments once in awhile!) or I start to lose patience or 

hope, I remember that encounter.  We all need those 

types of experiences periodically to renew our holiday 

spirit and our faith in the generosity of others.     At 

Hazelwood weõre truly lucky ð we donõt have to look too 

far!  Best wishes to all our families for a wonderful 

holiday ð Erica Floyd 
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CALENDAR 

December 
4 Poinsettia and Wreath Pick-up  

8 PTSA Meeting & Reflections Presentations 7:00 PM 

18 Winter Sing Along Assembly  2:15 PM 

12/21 ð 

1/1 

NO SCHOOL  -  Winter Break  

BLIZZARD 

BOBSLEDS 

BOOTS 

CARNIVALS 

FIREPLACES 

FLAKES 

HATS 

HOCKEY 

HOLIDAYS 

ICEPALACE 

ICERINK 

ICICLES 

JACKFROST 

MITTENS 

OVERCOATS 

SCARVES 

SKIING 

SLEDS 

SLEIGHBELLS 

SKATING 

SNOWBALLS 

SNOWBOARDS 

SNOWMEN 

SNOWMOBILES 

TOBOGGANS 

WINTER WORD SEARCH 
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Reflections Entries are Impressive! 
 

The response to the Reflections Program was amazing.  A total of 35 beautiful art 

projects were submitted using the theme "Beauty is..."  At press time, those en-

tries were so impressive that winners were still being decided!  Winning entries will 

be submitted to the Renton PTSA Council on December 8 for judging at the dis-

trict level. 

We thank our students very much for their creativity and participation!  To celebrate the hard work each 

student put into their projects, the Hazelwood PTSA will be hosting a reception on December 8, 2009 in 

the Hazelwood Commons at 7:00PM.  Students and their families are invited to attend this event.   

 

Young Artists submitting entries are: 

Isabella Perry         Melanie Locke        Emilie Nelson         Brandon Lee                Madison Huizinga 

Max Lottermoser    Ciara Wong            Tyler Locke            Ryan Husby                Josh Husby 

Claire Ingalls           Jenny Morasch       Jacob Fry              Vanessa Lui                Casey Campbell 

Karenna Wong         Dongju Shin            Ava Jasman           Amaya Kejriwal          Grey Olson 

Jacob Kryman         Breana Lee              Emily Chan             Victor Hayes              Grisha Hayes 

Donghyun Shin        Lauren Smith          Amelie Heise          Brock Bartels            Chloe Jasman 

Staff Appreciation  

 

Thank you to our wonderful Staff Appreciation volunteers.   Your generous and 

Yummy contributions was an overwhelming success.   Your dishes made for an awe-

some  "Baked Potato & Salad Bar" luncheon on November 19th, and an equally scrump-

tious "Pick-me-up" Breakfast the following Tuesday.  Our hard working staff enjoyed 

everything and were very grateful to you all.    

 

Thanks again for all your help!   We couldn't do all this without your generous goodies. 

If you are interested in helping with the committee please let us know. 

     

    Cindy Huse (cindyhuse@comcast.net)  

    Lisa Pavlovsky (pavlovksy1@comcast.net) 

    Nancy Ishigaki (nsishagaki@yahoo.com) 
  

mailto:cindyhuse@comcast.net
mailto:pavlovksy1@comcast.net
mailto:nsishagaki@yahoo.com


A big thank you to all who contrib-

uted to our Thanksgiving drive! 

With your support, 23 Hazelwood 

families received Safeway gift 

cards, groceries, and baskets 

filled with fresh fruit and home-

baked goods. So much food was 

donated at the carnival and it went 

a long way to support our efforts. 

This was a team effort; thank you 

to all who participated including 

the following superstars:   

Mr. and Mrs. Farnsworth for 

moving all the donated food 

upstairs 

Erica Floyd and family for pro-

viding homemade pies 

Zoravelia Hernandez for mak-

ing brownies 

Shannon Phipps for baking two 

varieties of cookies  

Michelle Santa for making 

beautiful gift tags 

Jessica and the Coal Creek 

YMCA for their donation of 

reusable bags   

Cheryl Hughes, Yuri and Zoe 

Smith, Gretchen Paletta, 

Shawni Tucker, and Nancy 

Ishigaki for their help with 

assembling the baskets and 

bags of food 

 

The generosity of the Hazelwood 

families, staff, and community is 

remarkable.  

Thanksgiving Thanks 

Page 4 HOOFBEATS 

Our holiday gift drive is well 

underway. If you havenõt yet 

had a chance, please check out 

the gift tags in the display 

case in the school lobby. All 

these gifts will be given di-

rectly to Hazelwood families in 

need of a little support this 

holiday season. Gifts 

(unwrapped, please) are due 

to our families to last through the 

long winter break. Nonperishable 

items such as cereal, rice, pasta, 

ramen, soup, canned fruits and 

vegetables, oatmeal, granola bars, 

tuna, and applesauce may be 

dropped off in the Food Drive do-

nation boxes at school. 

Thank you as always for 

your continued support 

and generosity. 

back the morning of Fri-

day, December 11. 

Thank you for your dona-

tions!! Please direct ques-

tions to Jane Keskimaki, 

sadiegrey@comcast.net. 

 

 

Food Drive:  Our food 

drive continues as we aim 

to supply enough groceries 

Sweeten The Season  

Holiday Entertainment 
 

Hazelwood students Madison Huizinga, Sadie Olson and Maya Paletta will dance in Eastside Dance 

Theater's production of "The Nutcracker."  This professional-level production is incredibly family-

friendly at a 90-minute run-time, while still using the original Tchaikovsky music and beautiful sets 

and costumes that we all know will bring out our Holiday spirit!  Conveniently located at Bellevue Col-

lege's Carlson Theatre, performances are Saturday, December 12 at 5:30 and Sunday December 13 

at 1:30 and 5:30.  Children under 2 can attend for free, all other seats are $25.00 and can be pur-

chased online at www.brownpapertickets.com or in person at Cornerstone Studio in Newport Hills.  

http://www.brownpapertickets.com


Newcastle Golf Club, Jane Keski-

maki received their Diamond 

Award in recognition for her out-

standing volunteer service to New-

castle.  Not only has Jane worked 

tirelessly throughout the past year 

and a half to make sure that every 

family who needed assistance re-

ceived it, but she is also serving 

our PTSA on the Executive Team 

as Secretary.  Congratulations! 

Thank you very much, Jane! 

  

Hazelwood employee Lynn Staats 

was also nominated for a Diamond 

award, and attended the luncheon 

as well.  Lynn has worked at Hazel-

wood for over 20 years, tirelessly 

watching over our children on the 

playground, in the crosswalks, in 

the hallways, lunchroom, and just 

about anywhere else she is 

Jane Keskimaki re-

ceives prestigious 

Diamond Award from 

Newcastle Chamber 

of Commerce: 

For many years, Hazel-

wood Community members have 

given school supplies, Thanksgiving 

food baskets, Holiday gifts, clothes 

for the Renton Clothing Bank, cash 

to the emergency help fund, gift 

cards to Safeway and many other 

varied items to our PTSA so that 

they can be distributed to our 

Hazelwood families that need 

them.  For the past year and a half, 

who has been the person who made 

sure all of those items reached 

their intended destinations? Jane 

Keskimaki.  On November 18, at a 

lovely luncheon hosted by the New-

castle Chamber of Commerce at 

needed!   Mrs. Staats touches the 

lives of countless children and par-

ents in our community on a daily 

basis.  As Mrs. Farnsworth put it, 

Lynn Staats deserves a standing 

ovation!  So next time you see her, 

give her a hand! Thanks, Mrs. 

Staats!  Your Diamond Award nomi-

nation is well deserved! 

  

Speaking of Mrs. Staats' positive 

impact on our students, sitting at 

our table was Clay Strom, a Hazen 

High School Senior and Hazelwood 

alum who recognized Mrs. Staats 

right away!   Clay also received the 

Diamond award in the Youth cate-

gory for his involvement in planning 

the Newcastle 5K, which raised 

over $5,000 for charity.  What can 

we say? Our Hazelwood community 

shines! 

.  

Outstanding Volunteer Award 
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The Basket Bonanza and Pancake 

Breakfast are going to be held on 

February 6th, 2010 from 8am-11am 

in the Hazelwood commons.  The 

Basket Bonanza is an event in 

which classrooms are provided with 

a theme for a basket that will be 

put together by our fabulous PTSA 

volunteers.  The baskets are auc-

tioned off in a silent auction during 

the Pancake Breakfast.  Anyone 

who attends the Pancake Break-

fast can bid.  Students are asked 

to contribute an item (new items 

only, please) that goes along with 

their classroom theme.   

 Deadline for donations- Students 

 If you have any questions about 

classroom themes or this event 

please contact us.  

 

Bambi Campbell  

bambicampbell@hotmail.com     

Susan Thomas 

thomasjs1766@comcast.net  

 

 

 

should bring contributions to their 

classrooms by January 29th, 2010 

so we have time to sort and assem-

ble the baskets.  

 SPEAKING OF BASKETSéWe are 

in need of medium and large bas-

kets.  If you have any baskets to 

spare please send them in with 

your child.  You can also contact 

the committee co-chairs and ar-

range for pick up.  

 Thank you in advance for your par-

ticipation!  The funds raised from 

this event allow the PTSA to con-

tribute in many ways to making our 

school such a special place to at-

tend.   

Basket Bonanza and Pancake Breakfast 

HOOFBEATS 

http://us.mc577.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bambicampbell@hotmail.com
http://us.mc577.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=thomasjs1766@comcast.net
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6966 Coal Creek Pkwy Se 

Newcastle, WA 98056 

In the AmPm parking lot 

Family-friendly establishment, serving Newcastle the best 

coffee and customer service at the best prices! 

Proudly serving Dillanos Coffee! 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS  

Fitness Together  
 

1717 North East 44th St, Suite B  

Newcastle, WA 98056 
Phone (425) 228-0614  

newcastle@fitnesstogether.com 

 

Our customers look good in public 
because they train in private! 

Newport Hills Orthodontist 

Dr. Rod Nordberg 

  

 Free new patient exams for children and adults 

 Invisalign treatment available for adults 

 Friendly doctor and staff 

 Flexible financial options 

 Works with most insurance programs 

  

5613 119th Ave. SEï Suite 3 

Bellevue (across from Red Apple) 

  

425-641-3451 / www.gloriousgrins.com 


