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HOOFBEATS 

As with most families, my own household finds the start of a 

new school year brings different routines and the inevitable 

chaos of countless practices, lessons, meetings, games and 

activities.  Juggling it all is a constant challenge.  This year 

was particularly challenging as a business trip to Phoenix 

pulled me away from home for five days, causing me to miss 

my son Carter’s football game that week.  Upon my return, I 

was frantic trying to catch up and get ready to attend the 

WSPTA Legislative Assembly.  A master at juggling multiple 

commitments from years of practice, I still found myself in 

the impossible predicament of needing to be in two places at 

once – the Assembly and my son’s next football game.  So as 

Carter and I were driving to school a few days before the 

game, I casually mentioned I would be missing the upcoming 

game because of the conflict.  Carter’s 13 – independent, 

self-sufficient and very pragmatic – I was certain he would 

understand and it seemed the obvious choice – after all he 

has games every week, there’s only one time of year Assem-

bly is held.  The look on his face instantly made me realize 

my “obvious” choice wasn’t really obvious at all.  What I’ve 

known but too often forget is that even when we don’t real-

ize it or our kids don’t show it, our presence in their lives 

truly means something.  Whether it’s at school, activities, 

games, practice or at home, being there impacts them and 

they notice and appreciate it (although, sometimes you have 

to read between the lines to see the appreciation 

part!).  Obviously, I rearranged my plans and made sure I 

was there for the game,  aware that while Legislative As-

sembly was important,  so was being certain that my own 

kids knew I was there cheering them on every opportunity 

that comes along!  Luckily the PTSA has many upcoming vol-

unteer opportunities that keep a presence in our kids’ 

lives.  From helping at school with picture day or vision 

screening or volunteering at the Harvest Carnival, these 

events offer a way for your kids to see you involved with 

their school and for you to see them as they are at school 

and with friends.  I urge you to make the most of these 

chances for your kids and for you – they’ll notice! 

 

Sincerely,  Erica Floyd  
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CALENDAR 
October 
2 PTSA Fun Run All Day 

9 NO SCHOOL  -  Teacher Training Day  

13 PTSA Committee Chair Training in Hazelwood Library  6:00 PM  

13 PTSA General Meeting in Hazelwood Library (Everyone is Welcome!) 7:00 PM  

14 School Pictures  

21 School Vision & Hearing Screening (need many volunteers) 8:30 AM  -  2:00 PM 

30 PTSA Harvest Carnival  6:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

November 

6 NO SCHOOL  -  Teacher Training Day  

11 NO SCHOOL  -  “Veteran’s Day”  Holiday  

13 Reflections Entry Due  

19 - 25 HALF DAY/EARLY DISMISSAL  -  Parent/Teacher Conferences 11:30 AM 

26 - 27 NO SCHOOL  -  “Thanksgiving” Holiday  

Halloween candy sales average 

about $2 billion annually in 

the United States.  It is the 

largest candy purchasing holi-

day, bigger than Christmas, 

Easter and Valentine’s Day. 

90% of parents admit to 

sneaking goodies from their 

kids Halloween trick or treat 

bags. 

Did You Know PTSA Meeting 
Tuesday, October 13th 

7:00pm Meeting 

Hazelwood Library 

All parents welcome! 

 

Coffee will be provided by 

Java Jolt on Coal Creek Pkwy 

  

Free & FUN  

Childcare provided 
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Hazelwood Elementary PTSA 
Proudly presents the 

Annual Harvest Carnival and Dance  
Friday, October 30, 2009 

From 6.00 to 8.30 pm 
 

In the Commons Area at Hazelwood  

Elementary School  

 

Mark your calendars for an evening of fun, games, prizes, bake walk, 
food, dancing and lots more!  Come dressed in a costume and you 
could be a lucky costume competition prize winner.  Bring your dancing 
feet so you can groove to some sounds from the DJ.  The unforgetta-
ble dunk tank will once again be luring us all to try and dunk é..  who 
knows! 

 

Parent volunteers ï you are NEEDED.  We need lots of volunteers to 
help make this another successful PTSA event.  If you are able to help 
at this event please contact either Julie Collins at jpcin-
box@comcast.net or Jane Bell at tinchybell@yahoo.com.  We also 
need baked goods for the famous (and very popular!) bake walk.  
Forms can be found online at www.hazelwoodptsa.org and will also be 
coming home via Kid Mail. 

 

Come and join us for this wonderful event.  Tickets 
purchased at the door (cash only).   

HOOFBEATS 



Are you a painter or a photogra-

pher?  Does music or dance bring 

out your creative side?  Maybe 

writing is the way you express your 

creativity.  Here is your chance to 

shine!   

The Reflections Program 

is a local, district, state 

and national PTSA Cul-

tural Arts competition.  

Its purpose is to encourage stu-

dents to express their creative tal-

ents through their own original 

works of art and to provide recog-

nition for their efforts. 

Students may submit entries in the 

following categories:  Literature, 

Musical Competition, Photography, 

Visual Arts, Film/Video, and Chore-

ography/Dance.  Each year the Re-

flections Program establishes a spe-

cific theme and all entries must re-

flect the theme in the project.  

This year’s theme is òBeauty Is...ó   

 

The deadline for submission is No-

vember 13, 2009. Entry forms and 

rules will be available at Hazelwood 

the second week of October or you 

may obtain the forms online at 

http://www.wastatepta.org/

programs/reflections/forms.html.   

 

If you have questions or need more 

information, please contact our 

PTSA Reflections Chair:   Pat Hayes 

at  (425) 747-3562  

Reflections òBEAUTY IS...ó 

1st Week Of School 
 

A big THANK YOU to all of the volunteers who helped students 

and staff get back into the school routine.  We couldn’t have 

done it without you!  Aside from a few parking lot instances, 

things ran very smooth.  Thank you again and welcome back! 
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Fun Run 2009 
The kids had a blast running around the field for the PTSA Fun Run.  There 

was so much enthusiasm from the students, parents and the teachers.  I’m 

proud of all the children, your effort was outstanding! 

Volunteers, thank you so much for all your help. I couldn’t have done it without 

you!  Please, remember to bring in the donations by, Friday, October 16th. 

The top 4 student fundraisers get lunch with Mrs. Farnsworth and the class 

with the most donations gets pizza and drinks. 

Fall Fun Run Chairperson – Melissa Vermeire 



Reading Express  

Supporting program scholar-

ships 

Developing the Student Di-

rectory (only PTSA members 

receive this) 

Providing classroom supply 

reimbursement 

Offering family-friendly ac-

tivities and events 

 

If you haven’t already joined, 

please complete and return the 

membership form with your check 

made payable to Hazelwood PTSA 

and have your child return it to 

his/her teacher.  There is a form 

on the last page of this Newslet-

Welcome to a new school year!  

Do you want to be a part of it all and 

make a difference in your child’s edu-

cation?  Join PTSA today and get 

ready to have fun!  For those of you 

who might not know, Hazelwood Ele-

mentary PTSA is a non-profit mem-

bership organization working within 

the school and community.  PTSA ad-

vocates for children and youth at the 

local, state and national level. 

 

With the support of Hazelwood 

PTSA, there are many exciting pro-

grams planned for this school year.  

I hope you will join our PTSA as 

your first step in support of our 

efforts.  Some of the programs 

PTSA offers: 

 

ter.  Additional forms are available 

at the PTSA Information Center 

located across the hall from the 

school office and online at our PTSA  

website www.hazelwoodptsa.org . 

 

For those of you who joined PTSA 

in September, thank you and I hope 

you had a chance to get your FREE 

latte at our “Membership Means a 

Latte” event.   

Thank you again for joining Hazel-

wood PTSA!  We welcome you as a 

member.  Please contact anyone on 

the executive committee if you 

have any questions.  If we don’t al-

ready know you we look forward to 

meeting you. Together we can make 

a difference in our children’s lives. 

.  

Your PTSA Needs You! Join Today   
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Hazelwood PTSA 

Mustang Clothing 

Sale is Going On! 
Orders due by Nov.5 

Show your school spirit by 
wearing your Mustang gear! 

Check this out!  We have a brand 

new logo this year!  Take this op-

portunity to stock up on T-shirts, 

sweatshirts and hoodies for the 

entire family. Remember these 

make great holiday gifts.  They are 

perfect for field trips and other 

school events.  New This Year:  

Committee?  Don’t Hesitate to con-

tact me. 

 

Sayoko Era-Mohan  

erasayoko@yahoo.com   

425-228-6617 

You can personalize the back of 

your sweat shirts and T-shirts 

with your last name, first name or 

any nickname you choose for only 

$5.00.   

No more lost-and found Mustang 

wear madness! 

A sample of items is shown on the 

order form and can also be seen on 

posters displayed throughout the 

school. 

You can get an order form on our 

PTSA website at: 

www.hazelwoodptsa.org 

 Questions?  Would you like to help 

out with the Mustang Clothing 

Mustang Clothing 

HOOFBEATS 



HOOFBEATS Page 6 

Hazelwoodôs Food Drive 
 

The Community Services Committee will kick off its annual food drive on 

October 30 at the Harvest Carnival. Please bring a few cans or boxes of 

food which will be donated directly to families in need at Hazelwood for 

use during the Thanksgiving and winter holidays. Recommended foods in-

clude: peanut butter, soup, rice, oatmeal, crackers, cereal, granola bars, 

canned vegetables and fruits. We will also accept monetary donations. The 

donation box will remain in the school lobby until mid-November. Thank 

you, Hazelwood families, for your continued generosity. 

 

Jane Keskimaki 

Community Services Chair 

Hazelwood student Maya Paletta will play "Patch" in Youth Theatre 

Northwest's production of "101 Dalmatians."  Shows begin October 30 

and run Fridays at 7:00 PM, Saturday and Sunday at 2:00 PM through 

November 22.  Youth Theatre Northwest is located on Mercer Island, 

for ticket sales and more information, see www.youththeatre.org. 

Volunteer Opportunities  
  

Picture Day - October 14 

8:45 to 11:45              4 Volunteers 

11:30 to 2:30              4 Volunteers 

  

Vision Screening - October 21 

8:30 to 11:30                6 Volunteers  

11 to 2                          6 Volunteers 

  

If you can help, please contact Erica at president@hazelwoodptsa.org by October 9th.   

Thanks everyone! 


