PTSA General Meeting

September 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Hazelwood Elementary School

President Erica Floyd welcomed everyone. Introductions were made.

Principal’s Report:
Mrs. Farnsworth reported there are 476 students currently enrolled. All grade levels are full except for first grade. The PTSA was thanked for its support. Mrs. Farnsworth encouraged the PTSA to communicate with her on how she can help.

There are several new staff members. They include Laura Olszewski, ILC teacher; Michelle Breske, 4th grade teacher; Grant Mead, music teacher; Karen Paulsen, PE teacher; Patty Baugh, music teacher. Leah Shannon is a new para-educator.

Emergency drills will take place this week. Volunteers are asked to sign in at the office every time they enter the building. This is especially important in the case of emergencies.

Reading Express will continue this year. It is hoped that a similar math program will be developed and started this year.

Curriculum Night is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15. Parents of grade 3-5 students will meet in the classrooms from 6:30 until 7:15. A general meeting will be held in the commons from 7:15-7:45 where Mrs. Farnsworth will address building goals, general information, and review parking lot safety. The PTSA will also have a portion of the meeting for introductions and to solicit volunteers. Parents of grade K-2 students will meet in the classrooms from 7:45-8:30.

Mrs. Farnsworth emphasized the importance of parents making an appointment (rather than just dropping in) if they wish to speak with teachers. If a parent would like to meet with Mrs. Farnsworth, he/she should make an appointment with Carolyn Thieme in the office.

Mrs. Dean thanked everyone for a great first week of school.

Secretary’s Report:
The June minutes were reviewed and approved as written. The Standing Rules were reviewed. Deana Mellinger moved to accept the Standing Rules. Lisa Tintinger seconded. The Standing Rules were accepted as written.

Election:
Gretchen Paletta was introduced as a candidate for the third VP position. Jane Keskimaki moved to elect Gretchen as VP. Cheryl Hughes seconded the motioned. Gretchen was elected unanimously to serve as VP.

Treasurer’s Report:
Stephanie Chen presented the June, July, and August budgets. A financial review was conducted in August by Stephanie Chen, Susan Hanneman, and Erica Floyd. The review is available for viewing. Cheryl Hughes moved to accept the financial review. Gretchen Paletta seconded the motion. The review was accepted. The treasurer’s reports from June, July, and August were accepted and will be filed for financial review.

Membership:
Susan Hanneman reported that memberships are coming in. Latte Morning is scheduled for Wednesday, September 16, from 8:00 a.m. until 9:30. The vendor will be here at 7 a.m. to set up in the breezeway outside the commons. Committee Chairs are asked to attend to solicit volunteers for their committees.

Vice Presidents’ Reports:
Susan Hanneman is in need of a chairperson for the school newsletter, Hoofbeats. E-notices will be continued. Mrs. Farnsworth added that a 1-2 page news brief could be attached to the monthly school newsletter. The website will be updated this week and will include a solicitation for Hoofbeats chair.

Gretchen Paletta thanked Lisa Tintinger for chairing the First Week of School Committee. Lisa recommended that more than two volunteers be placed in the parking lot on the first day. Kindness toward patrol children and other drivers was discussed. Parents are encouraged to have their children ride the bus to reduce parking lot/drop off lane congestion. Gretchen announced the following chairperson openings: Talent Show, Reflections, Art Resources. Please contact Gretchen for more information about any of these committees.

Marybeth Voss announced the Fun Run will take place on October 2. The chairperson is working hard on organizing volunteers and prizes. The carnival will take place October 30 from 6:00 until 8:30 p.m. Julie Collins led a discussion about carnival details. Staff Appreciation will provide a Curriculum Night dinner for teachers. Lisa Morris is in charge and looking for volunteers. The Grants/Scholarships/Awards Committee chair remains open. Cindy Huse was thanked for chairing Hospitality this year. The Staff Appreciation chair position is also open.

President’s Report:
The PTSA would like to create a position of family liaison to welcome and provide information to families of kindergartners and those new to the district. Erica Floyd will speak in the kindergarten classrooms on Curriculum Night to welcome new families.

Jim Grossnickle was introduced as the Chairperson of Math Programs and the Legislative Representative. Erica and Jim will attend the Legislative Assembly on October 2-3.

Erica thanked all the volunteers. Andrea Sanders and Christie Kejriwal were acknowledged for their outstanding work on the yearbook. Gretchen Paletta was thanked for her efforts during the summer for the music program. Nancy Ishigaki and Andrea Sanders were thanked for helping out as lunchroom volunteers at the last minute on the first day of school.

The Hazelwood Community Association will present a candidates forum on October 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Newcastle Golf Club.

Learning Gateway will be available in a few weeks.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Keskimaki

Hazelwood PTSA Secretary

