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Hazelwood Elementary PTSA

General Membership Meeting

September 14, 2010

7:00 p.m. Hazelwood Elementary School

President Michelle Taylor welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Secretary’s Report:  Jim Grossnickle moved to accept the June minutes; Gretchen Paletta seconded. June 2010 minutes were accepted as written. The 2010-11 Standing Rules were presented. Jane Keskimaki noted the only changes as an increase in dues from $18 per household to $20 per household and a new option for staff to join for $10. Standing Rules were reviewed by all. Deana Mellinger moved to accept the Standing Rules; Jim Grossnickle seconded. The Standing Rules were accepted for 2010-11.

Membership Report:  Gretchen Paletta stated that we currently have 227 members. Membership Means a Latte event will be Thursday, September 16. If we reach 50% of last year’s membership by October 1, we will receive an award. Current enrollment is 449 students. Our goal is one member per student.

Principal’s Report:  Cindy Farnsworth welcomed all, especially new members. She thanked those who helped with the first week of school and expressed appreciation for continued patience in the parking lot before and after school. There are 449 students at Hazelwood, about 35 fewer than last year. We will not be taking additional students from other schools; however, students previously accepted from other schools will stay at Hazlewood. Curriculum Night is September 16. This is a parents-only event. Please arrive early for parking.

Michelle Taylor introduced the new and returning officers for 2010-2011. They are as follows:  Michelle Taylor, President; Gretchen Paletta, Vice President; Jim Grossnickle, Vice President; Julie Collins, Vice President; Sayoko Era, Treasurer; and Jane Keskimaki, Secretary.

Vice Presidents’ Reports:  Julie Collins thanked Mary Beth Voss for her work on the First Week of School.  Pam Scott was introduced as carnival co-chair. A popcorn machine will be purchased before the Fun Run. Julie also thanked Cheryl Hughes for supplying cookies for the Meet and Greet and refreshments for PTSA meetings throughout the year. The Staff Appreciation committee, chaired by Nancy Ishigaki and Cindy Huse, will be providing a dinner to staff on Curriculum Night. They will also be looking for help with meals provided for staff during conference week in November. They would like a third chairperson to join them. Julie would like to get new flowers for the planters in front of school. Contact her if you would like to contribute to this effort. Fifth Grade Recognition Committee Chair position remains open.

Gretchen Paletta reported that weekly e-bulletins will continue to go out to members on Fridays. Articles for Hoofbeats are due by the 20th of each month to VP liaisons. Hoofbeats will be attached to school newsletter that is distributed on the first of each month. A chairperson for Reflections art contest is still needed. Projects are due to the district by December 1. This year’s theme is “Together We Can...”. See Gretchen if interested in chairing. Gretchen introduced Louise Casell, chairperson for Art Resources. This year an art docent will complete two one-hour clay classes with each classroom.

Jim Grossnickle announced that Legislative Assembly will be October 8-9. We can have two delegates. The legislative agenda will be set for the next two years for lobbying in Olympia. See Jim if you are interested in attending. A survey from the district council will be arriving via email soon. Please respond so they have our feedback. A DVD called “Paramount Duty” is available for viewing. Contact Jim if you would like a copy. Several chair positions remain open:  Math Night, Science Fair, and Emergency Prep.

President’s Report:  Michelle Taylor reported that the PTSA website, www.hazelwoodptsa.org has been updated. A Facebook page has been established. Members are asked to register their Safeway cards for escrip, which sends regular checks to the PTSA based on a percentage of members’ shopping at Safeway. More marketing will be forthcoming regarding Boxtops, Albertsons, and Target “freebie” fundraising. At the October PTSA meeting, there will be a prize drawing for those members who have joined PTSA by October 1. Each executive team member will contribute a prize for the drawing.

Treasurer’s Report:  Sayoko Era presented the June, July, and August financial reports in two formats. She noted a mistake had been found in last year’s pancake breakfast revenue, which had been entered twice. In August the fifth grade car wash and Jamba Juice brought in $806. The new format of the financial report will be from Money Minder, recommended by the state PTSA. The financial report will be available on the website and in the PTSA room. This year’s goal is to raise more money for field trips. A coordinator for matching funds is sought. Many companies, including Boeing and Microsoft, match monetary donations. Some also match volunteer hours. It was agreed that these programs need to be marketed more and posted on the website. Also, it was recommended that a log of volunteer hours be established so hours can easily be documented for matching funds. Another suggestion was to add an employer line to the membership form, so those who work for companies who match can be identified. Companies also have certain “giving” months when employees can select charities. We should target these months with our marketing of the matching program.

Sayoko has also been working on a ski bus package through a private company. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Keskimaki, Secretary 2010-11


