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PTSA General Meeting

Hazelwood Elementary School

February 9, 2010  7:00 p.m.

Erica Floyd welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Principal’s Report:  Cindy Farnsworth reported that Kim Magnuson has been nominated for a Head of the Class Award. The awards ceremony will take place in May.

The PTSA fundraiser (coin drive) for Haiti was a success. We raised $1255.57 for the Red Cross efforts for Haiti relief.

Mrs. Farnsworth thanked the PTSA for all their efforts and a job well done on all events. 

The school board will meet February 24 here at Hazelwood in the commons. Hazelwood students will present a jump rope program and a Native American studies program prior to the meeting. The district is in need of interpreters for that evening. If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Farnsworth. All are encouraged to attend. The Enrollment Review Committee has been working on boundaries and the possibility of reopening Honeydew next year. The school board will review the input and make their recommendation. The district is also seeking input on the budget process. All are encouraged to voice their priorities as the district faces a budget cut that could reach $6 million. Public meetings will take place as follows:

February 23 at 7 p.m. at Hazen High School

February 25 at 7 p.m. at Lindbergh High School

March 1 at 7 p.m. at Renton High School

In addition, the district asks for your input via their survey available on the district website, www.rentonschools.us. The PTSA will send a link to this survey in the next e-bulletin. 

The new foundation, Friends of Renton Schools, will hold a breakfast fundraiser on April 26 from 7-9 a.m. at the Spirit of Washington Event Center. Bill Gates, Sr., will be speaking. The foundation is looking to raise $1.5 million over the next year to support programs in the Renton School District. Tables from various schools and organizations are being put together. Please let Mrs. Farnsworth or Erica Floyd know if you are interested in attending.

Secretary’s Report:

Quorum was met for the meeting. The January minutes were reviewed and approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report:

Stephanie Chen reported that it was a relatively slow month. Revenues included $650 from e-scrip and PACE. Expenses included $361 for Community Services and $425 for an assembly. Deposits from the Pancake Breakfast and Basket Bonanza were $1938 and $2944 respectively, before expenses. The report will be filed for financial review.

Vice Presidents’ Reports:

Erica Floyd for Susan Hanneman: We currently have 441 members and 480 students. The PTSA plans to make a last push for 40 more members in order to earn the 100% membership award. Parents may add a child to their membership for $8. Membership forms are available in the PTSA room and on the PTSA website. Hazelwood typically is the only school in the district to receive this award.

Deana Mellinger reported that the Pancake Breakfast went well and profits should be higher than last year. Bambi Campbell reported that the Basket Bonanza met its goal and thanked the volunteers. Deana Mellinger, Holly Baker, Susan Thomas, and Bambi Campbell were thanked for their outstanding efforts to make a successful and memorable event.

Jim Grossnickle, our legislative representative, reported on Focus Day, which took place on January 18 in Olympia. About 850 PTSA members from around the state attended. Jim encourages everyone to write their representatives to reinforce the idea that funding education is paramount. The Federal Way district filed a lawsuit against the legislature and won. More information about the McCleary decision is available on the Seattle Times website. Jim encourages all to attend the Community Budget meetings (listed above). Interests and priorities need to be expressed now. Two examples of items that are in jeopardy are the Discovery Program and the Lindbergh swimming pool.

Erica noted that the last regular edition of Hoofbeats will be published in March. Articles from committee chairs are due Friday, February 12. From April through June, PTSA news will be added to the school bulletin. Thereafter, PTSA news will be available on the PTSA website, www.hazelwoodptsa.org, and through the weekly e-bulletins sent by the PTSA. If you have not been receiving weekly emails from the PTSA and wish to be added to the e-bulletin list, please send your email address to Gretchen Paletta at gretchenpaletta@hotmail.com.

Gretchen Paletta: The Talent Show committee continues to look for a venue for the show. A date will be forthcoming. The Community Service committee collected 30 bags of clothing during the clothing drive. Hazelwood families in need were given the chance to select items. The remaining clothing will be donated to the Renton Clothes Bank. 

Marybeth Voss: The Science Fair will be May 4. Pacific Science Center will present an evening program on April 22. Math Night will be April 29. Marybeth Voss and Susan Adamson will chair the end-of-the-year Field Day. Plans for Fifth Grade Recognition are also underway.

President’s Report: New business was the election of the Nominating Committee, which identifies nominees for next year’s Executive Team. Nominations were taken. Erica Floyd nominated Linda Morasch and Sayoko Era, who were not present, but had agreed to accept nominations. Deana Mellinger nominated Nancy Ishigaki, Kim Magnuson nominated Deana Mellinger, and Nancy Ishigaki nominated Cheryl Hughes. All accepted the nominations. A written vote was taken. The Nominating Committee will consist of Cheryl Hughes, Sayoko Era, and Deana Mellinger. Cheryl Hughes, as top vote getter, will be chair. They will announce the slate of candidates at the next PTSA meeting, March 9, at 7 p.m. The election will take place at the April 13th meeting.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45.

Respectfully submitted,

Jane Keskimaki

PTSA Secretary, 2009-10

