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Minutes

PTSA General Meeting

April 13, 2010, 7:00 p.m.

Hazelwood Elementary School

Vice President Mary Beth Voss welcomed all to the meeting.

Sherran Croy gave a presentation on our district’s elementary school math curriculum.  
Principal’s Report: Mrs. Farnsworth noted that the school Math Committee is evaluating websites to subscribe to that will enhance math learning.  IXL.com and AHA!Math are some that are being considered as well as some others.. 

Heritage Day will be repeated on 4/14, as participation was low on 4/13 (people forgot).

This week, 2nd through 5th graders will participate in YADA assemblies.  This is an association that provides simulations of children with different disabilities in order to teach kids about them
Measurement of Student Progress (MSP) testing will be May 11 through May21, with make-up tests occurring during the last week of May.  3rd through 5th graders will participate.  The writing test is the same as the past WASL exams, but math and reading are shorter, being only 1 day each, and they have short answers or multiple choice answers.
The Science Fair is May 4. Packets have been sent  home and can also be found on the PTSA website.
Mrs. Magnuson has received the “Head of the Class” award for teaching excellence from the Renton School District.
The Renton School District does not plan to open Honey Dew elementary school this year.  Boundary changes will not go into effect at this time.

Secretary’s Report: Gretchen Paletta substituted for Jane Keskimaki.  Quorum for the meeting was met. March meeting minutes were presented for review and accepted as written.

Treasurer’s Report: Stephanie Chen presented the Financial Report for February and March. The clerical errors on the February report were resolved.  Budget amendments will be asked for at the May meeting.  Membership dues have not been raised for many years, while we pay higher dues to local and state councils.  We may have to raise our dues.
Deana Mellinger stated that she had heard we were not providing high school student scholarships this year.  This is not true.  Scholarhsip forms are currently at the high schools and are due April 29.  We will continue our tradition to give college scholarhips to qualified Hazelwood alumnus.

Election of 2010/11 Executive Team:  In accordance with PTSA bylaws, Gretchen Paletta (acting secretary) read Section 6 Officers and Their Election.  Cheryl Hughes read the Nominating Committee report and gave it to Erica Floyd.  Erica then read the Nominating Committee report.  The office of President was still open.  Erica asked for nominations from the floor.  Julie Collins nominated Michelle Taylor for president and Michelle Taylor accepted.  Erica asked for further nominations from the floor.  No other nominations were submitted.  Erica declared the nominations for president closed.  Erica then repeated this process, asking for nominations from the floor for each remaining office.  No additional nominations were made for any of the offices.  Each nomination was declared closed.  Ballots were distributed, votes were cast and collected.
Vice Presidents’ Reports: 
4/22 the Pacific Science Center will present  “Volts and Jolts” at school at 7:00 PM..

4/29 is Open House/Family Math night.  There will be math work in each classroom, with ice cream in the Commons at the end.  Renee Barger volunteer to be in charge of the treats.  We will have ice cream bars and/or popsicles as opposed to scooped sundaes.  Mrs. Farnsworth encouraged carpooling and reminded everyone not to park in the fire lanes.

5/4 is the Science Fair.  Lisa Morris is the chair.  She needs volunteers, mostly on the day of the fair from 8:15 to 3:00.  Project set up time is 5/3 from 6:30 to 7:30 or in the morning on 5/4.  There will also be parent viewing on the evening of 5/4 from 6:00-7:00.  Student proposals need to be turned in by Monday, 4/19.
Award nominees (Golden Acorn, Outstanding Educator and Outstanding Advocate) must be turned in to Mary Beth Ryan by 4/29.

5/14 is the Spring Auction.  Michelle Taylor is chairing.  She reported that it will be held at the Westin in Bellevue.  50/50 raffle tickets are on sale now, you may check out a book from Deana Mellinger to sell to friends, neighbors, relatives.  The budget looks to come in at around $12K in spending.  Class projects are getting underway; there will be some procurement but not as much as in past years.  Michelle is finalizing a childcare agreement with Boys & Girls Club of Bellevue.  It won’t be free, but will likely cost around $5 per child for the evening.  The menu will be tray-passed hors d’ouevres and a small dessert display.  Guests will receive a free glass of champagne at check in and a cash bar will be available the rest of the evening.  Live jazz music will be performed by Jazz Unlimited, a quartet with no vocals.  Check in is at 6:45 and the auction will be over by 9:00. 
5/22 is the 5th Grade Car Wash, Bake Sale and Plant Sale.
5/27 is the Talent Show to be held at the school.
Legislative Update: Jim Grossnickle reported that the Renton School District budget meetings scheduled for April have been moved to May.  Budget cuts are not as drastic as expected.
The next community budget meetings are scheduled as follows:

May 10 Lindbergh H.S. 7:00 p.m.

May 13 Hazen HS
May 17  Renton HS

Jim encouraged all to attend.
President’s Report:

Erica Floyd said you can check the PTSA website to see if you have ordered a yearvbook.  Please do, as there is still opportunity to pre-order.  Julie Collins asked if the popcorn machine had been purchased yet.  Erica said no.  There was some discussion as to the challenges involved with selling popcorn at school.  If you do it on a very regular basis, every person selling the popcorn must have a food handler’s license and state sales tax must be filed.  This is a tricky filing for the Treasurer to handle.  Next year’s Exec Team can discuss how they want to handle this.
Nancy Ishigaki mentioned that Staff Appreciation week is 5/3-5/7 and she needs volunteers.
Erica announced that the officers had been elected as slated.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27.

Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Paletta
Acting for Jane Keskimaki, PTSA Secretary, 2009-2010

